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'Tewksburv^ we the undersigned present you our cor^ 
dial thanks for your appropriate discourse, delivered 
at the dedication of our new Meeting House, and so*^ 
licit ft copy for the Press, 

JOSUH BROWJi. 

JOSEPH BROWJS, ^d 

OLIVER CLARK. 



y 






SERMON 



HAGGAI ii, 9. 

flie glory of this latter house shall be greater than $/ the former^ 

saith the Lord of hosts, 

FROM the earliest ages, particular places were 
<lesignat«d far the worship of God. 

Adam and bis family, appear to have had a place 
particularly appropriated to divine worship where 
they uniformly oflered their sacrifices, and attended 
upon all the then instituted ordinances of divine ser- 
vice. It was probably that sacred place from 
which Cain departed, after he had murdered his 
brother Abel. "He went out from the presence of 
the Lord'' ; (voxxjl the place where Gods name wa& 
recorded where were solemnised the sacred rites of 
his worship, and where, he condesce^nded to^raqt 
tokens of his special presence.. 

Noah, when he came frpm the ark in^mediately 
.erected an alter to his Preserver. 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, wherever they pitch^ 
ed their tents, invariably consecrated a place for 
devotion. 

At first most nations chose the shadj grove and 
the mountains top, as places of worshipi. bjat after 
these sacred retreats, had been polluted py the most 

obscene, cruel and impious rites of the. (Sentiles^ «^ 

God would not permit l)is people to worship in them, 

^ lest they should learn their ways and get a snare 

to their souls.'' 

He ordered the tabernacle to be erected ; here 

all offerings were commanded to be brought ; from 

hence alone the smoke of the sacrifice ^as to as. 

pend, and here the people were to assemble whea 

ever they would enjoy communion wi^t *^eir Godr 



Jt remained four hundred And seventy nine yearn, 
when the temple was built. 

The design of building the temple was first form- 
Hjd by David. After oompletihg his own palace, 
he compared its magnificence with the tabernacle, ^ 
which contained the ark, the august symbal of tliQ 
divine presence ; the comparison was painful, and he 
determined to dediceita a most splendid temple to 
the iSod of Israel. 

^'The king said unto Nathan the prophet see pow, 
I dwell in an house of cedar, but the afk of God 
dwelleth in curtains.'* (2 Sam. 7, 2.) Nathan highly 
approved his motives, but plainly told him, that hia 
swcdessbr would have the honour of erecting the 
building. To this he cheerfully submitted. It was 
sufficient for him tliat the work was done« 

D'6 accordingly made great collections ^for the 
te'itiple and pathetically entreated his don not to 
neglect the great work. In seven yeati» and i^ half 
it w'^s completed ; during which time there were 
en^ptOTed ope hundred and eighty three iheusaod, 
ana ^ix hundred men, and cost more, prpblably^ thab 
^f6Ur diousand million of dollars, David 'before his 
death collected ot the two articles of silver and 
sg6id forty six thousand top^. It is iii]qx)0sible (q 
form any adequate idea of thegr^ndejur of its style, 
^be jpenection of its workmansj^^), the glorie? of 
ftis intet'nal decorations, ^ind the richness of rts fur- 
niture. It was the greatest wonder the ^world ever 
'^te's$en,oV probably ever will see, 

'It ih dOUDtful whether the united wisdom ahd 

trbksdirfes of all the princess of Europe, could erect 

''^ fabtic so magnifioent, riqh, and glorious as ii^as 

^Sblbrbbtfs TPempJe. After it was finfished it Ivm 

solWnfbly dedicated to God. 

If the Jewish people had contmued iaithCul to 

their tb^s, and had iiot profaned the t^ttiple, i( 

'i^rotild'always have remained glorious, and its dura» 

tion been enual to that of the leyiticftl econbmv. 
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But in consequence of their corruption, ht the e»^ 
piralionof four hundred and twenty four years and 
three months^ after its foundation had heen laid by 
SolotDon, Nebuchadneszar, destroyed their city, 
burnt thieir temple to i\\e ground, and carried them 
captives to Babylon. After an absence of 70 years 
they return to the land of their fathers. Soon they 
begin to build the second temple. The j oupg who 
had not witnessed the glory of the first temple, 
shouted for joy, but the aged recpllecting the grijn- 
deur and magnificence of the former wept with a 
loud voice. To cheer and comfort them in their 
sorrow, God promised them by the mouth of hi# 
servant Haggai, *' I will shake all nation?, and the 
idesire of all nations shall come, and I will fill this 
house with glory — And the glory of this latter house 
^^Till be greater than of the former for in this place 
\vill I give peace.*" 

Let it be the leading object of this discourse to 
point out what goes to constitute the glory of a 
fjotisc dedicated to the worship of God. 

1. The presence of Christ constitutes the chief 
glory of any church. It was this which consti- 
tuted the glory of the latter temple. Whilst this 
-temple was standing Christ made his appearance 
ii|)on earth. This tetnple he frequently honoured 
with his presence : And it W9s his presence and 
preaching, which constituted its glory. Here he 
was received in the arms of Simeon, and looked upoo 
with joy and admiration by Anna; here he often 
admidistered instructions the most important, and 
XJonsolations the most cheering; here he proclaimed 
** peace, good will to man," hero he declared him- 
self the water of life, and commanded all thirsty, 
fainting, perishing souls, to come to him, and drink 
and live ioreVcr. Without Christ's presence rund 
blessing, the greatest outward pomp and splendour 
arc in vain; without this the most neat, regular, 
'wd elegant workmanship, and the most costly de* 
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-^orations are utterly disregarded by all the inhabi* 
tants o£ heaven ; without this the most pathetic and 
eloquent discourse, and the harmonious hymn, are 
only ^' a sounding brass and and a tinkling cymbal.'^ 
2. That Christ's presence may be enjoyed, an4 
Gods house be glorious — The essentia ajid peculiaip 
doctrines of the Bible must be faithfully preached, 
and applied to the hearts and consciences qf those 
who hear tlicm. If instead of this we preseat 
you with disquisitions, which have little more re- 
ference, to the Saviour than thq moral esgaya of 
Seneca or Plato — If the innocence of man should 
here be advocated in opposition to the plain dediarar 
tions of the word of God to the contrary-^^f-If 
granting the depraved state of man, we should teach 
you, that he can by his own efforts recover hinj- 
self, without pointing him to the power apd grace 
of God, and thus should imitate the example of the 
old philosophers, instead pf Christ apd his Apostles 
1 — If we should so magnify the pierit of any good 
works, which ^ man may perform, as to consider 
them a sufficient offset for all his iniquities, and to 
gender him acceptable in the sight of God ; and thus 
mtike the cross of Christ of no effect.-r-If we should 
instruct vou to consider Christ only as an example 
to mankind and not as making a real atonement fop 
sin by his bload — If we should in our preaching 
make no essential distinction between the sinner and 
the saint, and should preach in such a loose and in- 
deffinite manner as to encourage the inipenitent sin- 
ner to believe and say, ^' 1 shall have peace, though 
I walk in the imagination ol" my own heart;" not- 
withstanding the express declaration of God-^— 
" The wicked shall be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence o^f the Lord ana 
from the glory of his power." In a word do yye 
neglect to tell you of man's ruined condition by na- 
ture, of the necessity of repentance unto life, of 
iaiijj in 4<?i?u5 C Vij^^N salvation by grace^ regenef ation 



by the spirit of God, and holy obedience of tlie 
heart and life 'to God? Then evidently we do not 
l^reach the gospel. We are traitors to our Rcdcc-^ 
taer, our ministry will be unprofitable, and however 
■we may please your ear^ and Soothe your consclcni 
Ces, on the walls of the sanctuary we may write 
^Ichabod*^ th6 glory is departed. 

3. But if we' would render this house glorious it 
h not enough that we should preach those funda- 
mentail trdths of the gospel, whicllGod has always 
blessed to the conviction and cbnversion of sinners, 
and the edification and consolation of saints : it is 
also necessary that to this faithfnl preaching be ad^ 
ilddyoiir uniform atteridadce here. 
, That the public worship of God is an important' 
duty, appears evident from precept, from example,' 
from tne language of piety as recorded m the Bi- 
ble, and from th^ particular respect God has mani- 
fested for the place where his worship is performed. 
It is expressly commanded : " And tnou shalt set it 
before the Lord thy God^ and worship before the 
Lord thy God. — But the Lord that brought you out 
pf the land of Egjrpt, him shall ye worship, and to 
him ^k\l ye sacrifice.— Worship the Lord in the 
beauty of holiness.-— "Forget not,'^ says the writer 
of the epistle to the Hebrews, "the assembling of 
jrourselves together, ad the manner of some is, and 
%o much the more, ad ye see the day approaching.'^ 
This is the language of piety as recorded in the 
Word of God ? "But now, O Lord, thou art our fa- 
ther : we arfe the clay, and thou our potter ; and 
Wc are all the wof k of thy hahds.^^In the congre* 
gation v^ili I praise thee.-— I was glad when they 
d^id unto me, let us go into the house of the Lord| 
6ijr fefet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem^ 
whether thfe tribes go up, the tribed of the Lord, 
unto the testimony of Israel, to give thanks unto the 
Dame of the Lord," God lias manifested particular 
riaspect for the place where his worship is perfortu- 



^, and his gracious acceptance of. tfmt worship. 
" For the Lord hath drosen Zion ; he hath desired 
it for for his habitation. This is my rest forever : 
hero will I dwell ; for I have desired it. I will 
abundantly bless her provision. I will satisfy her 
poor with bread. I will also clothe her priests with 
salvation, and her saints shall shout for joy. There 
will I make the horn of Datid to bud." Gonuina 
piety will indeed carry the prossessor of it to hi^ do- 
Set, and make him familiar with it till death. But 
it will cause him with equal pleasure to repair with 
his brethren to the place whore God has especially 
recorded his name. To enumerate but a single in- 
stance, thus it is written of the primitive disciples : 
"And they continuetl steadfastly in the apostles doc- 
trine and fellowship, and in breaking bread, and m 
pr;<yers; and the multitude of them that believed 
iveve of ono heart and one soul; and great grace 
was upon the^ all } amd they continued with one ac* 
fcord id the temple praising God." The children of 
God love his hou^e^. — And well they may ; for it is 
their Fathers hous6 ; it is the place where he has rew 
corded his name; and whexe his honour dwells;, 
where he manifests bis presence, and glofy, and im- 
parts the joys of hi? salvation ; and where, under 
the sanctifying influences of the word and spirit) they 
are preparing for the more pure at)d exalted servi- 
ces of the heavenly Zion. ^ Blessed," then, "are 
they who dwell in the house of the Lord. For — ' 
"they that be planted in the hoijse of the Lord 
shall flourish in the courts of our GoiJ. They g^ 
from strength to strength ; every one of them in 
Zion apj>feareth before God, The Lord is a sui? and 
shield ; the Lord givcth grace and glory } and na 
good thing will he withhold from them that walk 
uprightly.'' 

You must not expect that thi"? house will be glo. 
t'ious, unless we behold the scats hare uniformly oc;». 
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utipied by worshfpi)ers \<r(icnevcr divine serFic^* .> 
here performed. 

Let no one imagine hjrriseJf too insignificant to add 
to the congregation. In the temple of God there 
arc no unimportant chara-cters; f be most obscure 
individual the moment lie enters these sacred walls, 
brings here an immortal spirit^eSliHed to enjoy morie 
happiness, or suflTer more misery, than all that has 
yet been experienced by all intelligent beings. If 
th^n you would wi^hto profit yourseIve3,strengthen 
thef hands, aind encourage the heart of your minis* 
f er, fill these seats, crowd these gates. Cause not 
his eyes to be pained and his heart to be noade sad, 
St beholding deserted pews and naked walls. Per- 
ih'it no trifling Indisposition of body, no threatiiing 
6ky, no distance of way, no slight cold of winter, or 
heat; of summer, to keep you from the house of 
God. Feel determined that it shall not be your 
fault, if every seat be not occupied, and the house 
of God filled with attentive and devout hearers; 
Do not permit your teacher to utter his voice, to 
exhaust its strength against senseless plaster, boards 
and pilfars. But let bis doctrine drop as the raiu, and 
his speedi distill as the dew on thick and flou^ 
rishing plants in the house of the Lord. O come 
then constantly to this place of worship, and let it 
be your desire and prayer to God, that it may prove 
to each one of you, none other than the bouse of 
God, and the gate of heaven. 

And furthermore to add to the glory*of this house, 
ii is important that you not only uniformly attend 
public worship, but that you listen to the preaching 
of the word with candour, and setf-application— 
with a simple, dependant and teac|^$bie frame of 
mind ; with David's prayer upon your lips, " open 
thou mine eyes, that I may see wonderous things 
out of thy law.'' While ]|ou value the libeirty of 
the gospel, by which you are freed from the doc- 
trines and commandments of men, abuse not ilvsa. 
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liberty to the purpose of pride and self-importance. 
There are those, who attend public worship not so 
much to be instructed as to pass jndgement upon 
the preacher. The minister stands in the pulpit, 
as at a bar to take his trial before them, a bar at 
which few escape uncondemned by judges at once 
80 censorious, unreasonable, and inconsistent. Ae 

fou value your own improvement, that of your fami- 
ies and friends, and the comfort and usefulness of 
your minister, guard against such a spirit. 

If you would promote the glory of this house 
^voidhere every appearance of irrevorence,thought- 
lessnessand levity. Here our minds should be se- 
rious ; our thoughts collected ; our whole hehaviout* 
every look, every motion, every posture, every ac- 
tion should be expressive of reverence and devo- 
tion. 

4. That a house dedicated to the wors^hip of 
God may be glorious, the ordinances of religion 
must be regularly administered, and duly appreciat- 
ed, and improved. These are more specially, Ba{> 
tism and the Lords supper. 

In baptism^ ^^ the washing of regeneration, and 
renewing of the Holy Ghost," is symbolically re- 
presented, and the interest of God's peopfe in the 
everlasting covenant. In the Lord^s supper, Jesus 
Christ is evidently set forth crucified among us. 
The sacred elements symbolically represent his 
body and blood sacrificially offered for the redemp- 
tion of the world ; and m observing the ordinance, 
we publicly acknowledge the sacrifice, and set to our 
seal that through this atonement, and in this way 
only we expect pardon and eternal life. 

Here the infant is to be baptised — solemnly dedi- 
cated to God in the name of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost. Here the seal of Jehovah is 
to be impressed upon the children of Believers. 
If parents would view babtism not as an unmeaning, 
empty eeremony, but A the initiating ordinance of 
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the Church, as the seal of the covenant of grace, 
as a dear pledge of Ood^s Jklndhess to their children^ 
and of hU wiUiu^ness, tofjecelve and bl^ss them ; 
if they would bring up their children dedicated to 
God, *'in the nurtureand.admonition of the Lord;'' 
yve might expect that this house ^ould be glorious 
not only in our days but in those of our children, 
and our children's children. 

Here the Lord's table is to be spread, and thei|ie« 
raorials of his sufferings and dying lo?e to be ex. 
hibited. If this sacreq ordinance should be obserr. 
ed by numerous and faithful disciples, earne9tly de- 
siring communion with the Lord Jesus, he will ac- 
cording to his promise, be ip the midst of us, apd 
make this house glorious. May I not hope, that in 
this way, by stn increasing succession of podjy prQ- 
fessors, this house may be gjioripus ? 

There are those in the world, who profess to be^ 
lieve in Christ, and to loye himf whq potwithstand- 
ing plainly testify to the wo^d that they pay no re- 
gard to the dying command of their Lord and Sa- 
viour. The general plea, as aq excuse for neglect? 
ing the Lord's table is, we have no fitne8S-r»we aro 
unworthy^ This plea is urged with different feel- 
ings and motives by different characters. 3ome un* 
doubtedly plead this excuse under a deep sense of 
genuine humility ; they so truly feel the burden, 
and defiling nature of their sins, as to condemn 
themselves oq account of them, and with the hum* 
ble publican to stand afar off, and to cry for mercy ; 
but sure)y of all persons in the world, such are the 
most worthy to confess Christ l)efore men, and to 
surround the table pf their dea^ Redeemer* 

Others there are, who plead their iinworthiness, 
because they imagine that they must bring to this 
holy festival some merit or goodness of their own \ 
something in themselves, which will render them 
acceptable guests. Such, it is evident, are ignorant 
0f the first pripciples of religion. What yye are to 
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Wing with us to the table of the Lord, U a bpokei^ 
and contrite heart. We are to renounce our oxyq 
righteousness, and reiy exclusively on the righteous- 
ness of Christ. Draw near to him withap humbiq 
and pootrite hearty and he will in no wise cast yoq 
out. 

There are those of a third description, who livr 
ing in the habitual commission of known sins, and in 
the neglect of known duties^ are CQnscious thej are 
not fit for communion at the Lord's table. As they 
are determined to live in the indulgence of their 
wicked appetites and passions, they plead, that they 
are not fit to receive the sacrament : And they 
plead aright. They are not fit : And in fact they are 
not fit for any religious duty; they arc npt fit for 
death, they are not fit for judgement O my Breth- 
ren, if there should be any of you whose hearts at 
this moment tell you, that this is your present state, 
think, I beseech you how awful and perilous, it is. 
O repent, believe, and bring forth fruits iqeet for 
repentance : and then come here, and publicly pon- 
fess your faith in Christ, your determination to glory 
in his cross, and to live to his glory. Thus will you 
savin|;ly benefit yourselves ; and add to the glory 
of this house. 

But the ordinances aud institutions of religion, are 
but means by which we are to obtain an end, viz.— r 
holiness of heart and life. Nothing can supply the 
place of this ; no form of worship, no attendance 
upon religious ordinances, no correct system of doc- 
trines, no zeal, no prayers, or tears. Many it is tq 
be feared, rest in the outward fornis and means qf 
religion, as though they were religion itself. There 
is a natural tendency in the human heart to over es- 
timate the outward forms of religion. Outward 
forms and ceremonies are much the easiest part of 
religion. They are agreeable to the priide and self- 
righteousness of our corrupt nature, tney calm the 
anxiety of a guilty mind, they tend to secure the 
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good opinion of those around us ; they are soonest 
performed, tliey are all which the' natural man feels 
the want of, they make qs apparently eq^ual to the 
mo^t pious and devout, they strike the senses, they 
soothe the remonstrances of coQsciepce. 

On the contrary, to live near to God, lives of con- 
stant communion with him, dependence upon him, 
and devotednesg to him, to tpherish inward princi- 
ples of piety, to see Him who is invisible, to walk 
by faitli, to keep ourselves in the love of God, to 
mortify sel^shness and pride, to subdue pvery irre^ 
gular desire, and every inordinate appetite and pas- 
sion, to live as the gospel of Christ teaches, are 
spiritual and difficult duties. In these Mankind find 
nothing to rest upon, nothing to gratify a good opin- 
ion of themselves. Accordingly in all ages of the 
Church an improper attention to forms and cere* 
monies of religion has been a prevailing danger* 
W hich brings me to observe — 
5. That this house may be glorious, those, who wor- 
ship here, and especially professors of religion, must 
attend not merely to the Jhrms of religion, but be 
distinguished for the purity and holiness of their 
lives. Professing christians, as you would make this 
house glorious, honour Christ and his religion, by 
living as his gospel teaches. It was the great de- 
sign of Christ^s death to bring men near to God, to 
assimulate them to him. The Apostle says, <^ he 
gav4^ himself for us, that he might redeem us froin 
all iniquitv, and purify to hin^seif a peculiar people 
zealous of good works.'* It has been justly remark- 
ed, ^^ some professing christians in their anxiety to 
keep works out of the place of Christ, keep tnem 
out of existence ; and with a view to discountenance 
dead works, strangle living.ones in their birth." Let 
your religion, my Brethren, be a practical religion, 
a religion of the heart and life, rattier than of form, 
and of the tongue. Shew forth a bright pattern of 
every christian grace and virtue. Let the fruits o^ 
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righteoutneflt^be teeii in jouf iirhde life and conycp, 
iattoii. Ayoid ev^n the appfarance of eyjl. fa 
tbif way you will honoifr 0o4f and that religion 
nrhich you profess, and repder th» bopse glorious. 
6. Tbe^ peace and harpiony of those who statedly 
worship ip tbi^ house lyill ^nd tq prpmof^ jts 
glory. 

When the house of God is the abode of benero^ 
lence, charity, and peace, it is peculiarly lovely and 
beautiful No external ornaments cap ^ive it such 
n glory. ^ How eood, how pleasant it |s for breth* 
ren to dwell,'' ana worship **t(^ether in unity?'' 
Love and peace dwelling in God's bpuRe,(ii8seniinate 
their refreshing in4uence through al| this society^ 
^ like the ointment poured on Aaron's head* which 
ran down the skirts of his gari^eots— rAs the dew of 
Hermon, and as the dow that descended upon the 
mountains of Zion ; for the Lord commapded the 
blessing, even life foreirer more.'' Study the things 
which make for peace, and the things whercvpith 
ye may edify one another. 

Those who take pleasure in contentiops, divisions 
and separations are actuated by the spirit of the 
Devil, whose established maxim is, divide and con- 

3uer. ^ He that soweth discord amoi^ brethren 
oth the Lord hate, yea such are an abomination 
to him" — ^ Mark them which cause divisions and 
offences, contrary to the doctrine whiph ye have 
learned, and avoid them."— ^^ Hy this shall all pien 
know thaftve are my disciples, \i ye have love one 
to another^^— ** See th^t ye love one-another with a 
pure heart fervently" — *^ If any man say, 1 love God, 
and hateth his brother, he is a liar, for he that lov* 
eth not his brother whom he bath seen, how can he 
love God whom he hath not seen."—*' Walk wor- 
thy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, with 
all lowliness and meekness, with Ions sufferings for* 
bearing one-another in love."— -Let all bitterness and 
anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away 
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^omyou ; with all malice. And be kind one. to 
another* forgiving one-another, even as God for* 
Christ's sake hath forgiven you.'' 

Thiis I have pointed out as I proposed, what goes 
*to constitute th^ gl^Q^ry of a house dedicated to the 
worship of God. 

The pddple of my charge will permit me to con* 
gratulate then! on this auspicious day. I am led not 
less by justicci than by feelmg to cotilmend, in terms 
the most respfjctful, the union, peace and harmony 
with which this house hds been erected. The sim* 
plicity, neatness ^nd elegance of thi^ house, reflects 
great hondur, both Uponth^ agents in the business^ 
and the workmen. We havd abundant reason for 
gratitude that this hotise, which is an ornamcfnt and 
nonour to this Town, has becfn compleftcfd Without 
ihel sacrifice of any lives^ or material injury to 
£[ti individual. In viewing it you may well 
exclaim in the grateful and humble language of the 
deVout Psalmist : ^^ O Lord our Goo^ we thank 
thee, and praise thy glorious name, that we should 
be able to offei^ so willingly after this sort,*-^ali this 
store that we have prepaied, to build thee an house 
for thine holy name, cometh of thee, and of thine 
own have we given thee." You have completed 
this temple because the good hand of Goal was 
upon you— And on every wall and door let your 
faith, read this tntcription, " Except the Lord 
Ijuild the bouse, they labour in vain that build 
it." 

May this hous6 long stand a monument of your 
zeal for the worship of God, and the support of 
religious institutions. Here within these walls may 
you and your cbifdren, and your children's children 
find the means and earnest of eternal Hfe. 

Fou have erected this house not for military 
parade, not to be tlie forum of political debate, oi^ 
the stage of theatrical exhibitions, but for the pure 
worship of God. To this object then let it be ex-^ 
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clusively devoted* I trust it never will be occupi-^ 
ed for any secular purposes. It is true we have' 
no sacred oil, no holy v/ater to consecrate this desk^ 
these seats, and these walls, and that they have tio 
inherent holiness unconnected with the worship and 
service pfGod in this place/ bu-t w6 would cry with 
the Psalmist, "Holiness becometh thine hou^e, O 
l>.ord forever" We would be foUowets of that 
Saviour who indignantly expelled from the temple 
those who occupied it for worldly and secular con^ 
cerns. v 

And nfow in pursuance X){ the design of our as- 
pembling this day^ we proteed to dedicate this) 
house to Him for whom it was built. With grati- 
tude, reverence and humility, we devote thi^ tem- 
ple to /Ae«, great Jehovah, Father, Son,' and Holy 
Ghost. — To the Sacred Trinity we solemnly conse- 
crate these walls^ these seats, this desk, with n\i - 
that these sacred limits contain^ Fi/r th6 preach- 
ing of the word, for the admmistratio»of the sacra- 
ments of the new testament, for prayer and praise? 
and all the offices of devotion^ we dedicate and set 
apart this house. 

May if become glorious by the constant jyresenc^ 
of the dear Redeemer. Here may the careless 
and secure sinner bcr alarmed, convicted and con- 
verted ; here may the balm of Gitead heal the 
wounded hearty and the saint be built irp ia 
faith and holiness ; here may there be a long suc- 
cession of faithful, devoted Ministers; here may 
many, very many sons add daughters be born W 
God, who shall ascend ftom this Church to the 
Church triumphant in heaven. 

Let us contemplate for a moment thcf infinitely 
important consequences of thef erection ankl dedi« 
cation of this house to God. In this lio use the 
gpspel will prove to some, " the savour of life un- 
to life;^^ and to others, ••* the savour of death unto 
dtath!^^ The eternal happiness, or eternal misery 
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%( eich one of us is depending dji otir acc^ptaiice}^ 
or refusal, of th6 grace b^re pubtiely disptaij* 
*d. 

Faithfully improve the means of grace Which 
jou here enjoy, aind yoii will praise G(>d when 
from \hb abodefs of Ubs, jbH remember this boc^e i 
abuse and neglect them, and ihey Wifl increase year 
^uilt and future liiisery, O bo# distressmg tbe 
tliought to bav^ been dib^ply interested in erecting 
this house, to hav6 had here the glad tidiiigs of 
solvation' ]f)roclaimed ^oyou Sabbath after Sa^bbath, 
and finallj'^ to tje excluded from that ho^use not 
made with baiids etenbal iu the heavenH* O rest 
not easj till theend of all the means of grace be 
fully answered in you, till you become holy in heart 
and life. 

In a short time this ^cioty will assume a very 
diffcVent' appearance. These pews will be occu- 
pied by oth^r person^. |lcre from this desk andlh- 
^r minister will di^p^nse the word of life. The 
day is just at hand when yoti and I^ my dear people, 
jnust stand at the Bar of God, and give tip our ac- 
counts. /, how I have discharged my ministry, you^ 
how you have improved, aod profitea by it. Whilsl 
we are continued together let us be faithfa) to God, 
to ourselves, ainlea^ch other, that we miay all rejoice 
logcthcr in the day pf the Lord Jesu$. 

ilereafter^when you and I shall be gathered to 
the dust of our fathers, it i^ to be hoped many 
humble, penitent sinners will here find a beam of 
hope, and the balm of Giliead heal many a broken 
heart. " The Lord will count, when ho writeth 
rip the people, that this «nd that manAvas^orrf* 
here. — And some, it is to be feared, will live and 
die rejecting the offers of mercy here made to 
thcra. 

O I am filled with awe as the ev«rlastii^ effects 
p^i\(] consequences of d«^oicating this house to God, 
rise before mc. 






*• Ho TV dreadfuP then and how lovely, ** is tlir* 
place r* ** This is none other but the boute oT 
God, and this is the gate of heaven/' 

Dear Youth* of my charge ! This house must 
soon be resigned rnto yoirr handia. f airways look 
on yoH with peculiar intferest i for I behold in yott 
not only the Joy, the hope, a?nd support, of your 
parents and myself, but I see among yoir thosev 
who are to be our mothers^ in hratjl — the fathem 
and supporters of this cooMmmity, and i^e pillars 
of ^this ChuTcb. 

There are some of you, I trust, whose hearts are 
sanctified by'divine grace. On you may the kind- 
est blessings of heaven ever rest. May you ever 
enjoy the presence of that dear Saviour;^ who de-» 
lights in early piety .^ 

There are others of you, who f fear are unre- 
conciled to €rod through Jesus Christ! I pray you 
in Christ's stead be ye reconciled to Godv 

Though the morning of Hfe is now rejoicing: 
over your heads, and everything around you is 

Eutting on a pleasing appearance — soon you^ may 
e extended upon the bed of sickness and of death. 
"Will you not ttien want the comforts and consolav 
tions of religion-? H you would enjoy them ihm^ 
' secure them now. Many, innumerable are your 
obligations to make an immediate and everlasting 
surrender of yourselves to the ever blessed Je-* 
hovah. How many of your companions a«d 
equals in age, and how many younger than y oat- 
selves have you seen cut down and conveyed to 
the house appointed for all the living ? Stand 
astonished at the long suffering mercy of God, by 
which you have been spared, and which still waits 
to receive, to bless and save you forever. Let 
that mercy melt your hearts, and induce you to 
yield yourselves *' a living sacrifice, holy, accepta- 
ble unto God which is your reasonable service." 
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True religion, lovely in all, is peculiarly so in the 

young. 

It is the voice of your heavenly Father; "I 
love them that love me and those that seek me 
early shall find me," O listen to, and obey the 
voice; then he will bless you in life, support you 
in death and hereafter will give you to inherit joys 
large as your desires aind immortal as your 

souls. "^ 

In concluding these solemnities, this numerous 
and respected assembly will receive a few words of 
address. 

Let the dedication of thi^ house remind you of 
the importance of immediately dedicating your- 
selves to God. 

Have any of you hitherto neglected the great 
salvation. Neglect it no longer. Why will you 
continue to rush on in the road to eternal death ? 
Why any longer neglect pardoning mercy and free 
salvation, which are so kindly onered to your ac- 
ceptance ? God is now calling upon you to repent, 
but he will not always call; He will declare, ^^Be*- 
cause 1 have called, and ye refused ; I have stretch- 
ed out my hand and no man regarded ; I also will^ 
laugh at your calamity ; I will mock when your 
fear Cometh." God's holy spirit is now striving 
with you, but he has said, ^VMv spirit shall , not 
always strive with man ;" To-day then, if you will 
hear his voice, harden not your heajrts. 

Though you are guilty and ruine4, there is reliei 
for you, there is help laid on one, Who is mighty to 
save. There is balm in Gilead, an almighty phy- 
sician there. Behold the compassionate Emanue 
stands ready to pardon, to sanctify, and save you. 
He is crying after you, come for all things are now 
ready. He invites you, weary and heavy laden, to 
come te him, and promises that you shall find rest 
O come then to tne Saviour-— come without delay 
for time is short, the grim messen^et \% ?)XV\«!ei^ 



ptemity is near, your day of grace will soon be past, 
your state of probation at an end, and your eyes 
closed in perpetual darkness, till awakened by the 
^ice of tne ArchaQgel and the trumps of God. 

Be persuaded by every thing that is solemn, and 
by every thing that is endearing, by the shortness of 
life, by the awfulness of death, by tlje mereies of 
God, by the power of his anger, by the worth of 
your louls, by the dying love of a Saviour, by all 
your hopes of heaven and fears of hell, to flee from 
the wrath to come, to lay hold on the hope set be- 
fore you — then wUl you find rest and peace, hope 
and happiness here and eternal glory hereafter ; 
which God grant for hk mercy's eake.«^^ 
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APPENDIX- 

jBxlracls from a valedtclortf sermon on leaving ths- 

old Meeting home. 

This (o\?n was origjnalk a part of Billerica. It 
was incorporated J^ of December, 1734. There 
)sno record when this Church. was first j^ather^d 
and organized, hut probably it was in 173a The 
£rst minister of this Church and Society was the 
Rev. Sampson Spaqlding« He graduated at Har- 
vard College 173j§|; received a qnanimous rail from 
this Town 17 qf January 1736; was ordained 33 
Nor. 1737, and died 15 December 1796. He was 
your Minister almost 60 years. His ministry was 
peaceful, happy and successful. During his minis- 
try the following persons were choeep Deacons of 
the Church, viz. Daniel Kittredge and Nathan Sh€;4 
10 January, 1737 — Joseph Kittredge 19 January, 
1741 — Abraham Sticlj:ney and Isaac Kittredge 11 
October, 1759-^Jacob Shed 31 May 1774— Eldad 
Worcester 19 March, 1776, and £zra Kendall 7 
April 1779. 

There were 700 Baptisms, 248 admitted to the 
4Dhurch, and 693 death?. # » * * 

- • Your second Mipister* the Rev. Titus T. Barton, 
received bis call to settle as Colleague Pastor with 
the Rev. Mr. Spaulding 5 June, 1792, was ordain- 
ed 11 October, 1792, and dismissed by mutual 
^reemetit 19 Ma^^, 1803. During his ministry 
(her^ were 67 Baptisms, 33 admitted to the Church, 
^nd 154 deaths. 

Your present Alinister graduated at Harvard 
College 1803, was ordained 22 October, 1806. 
iDuring his ministry the following persons have 
bees chosen Deacons of the Church, viz, Thomas 
Glark 3} April 1807_John Spaulding 27 June 
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1811— Joseph Brown, 2d. 10 July 1821 ; the twa 
latter are the present Deacons. There hare been 
156 Baptisms, 72 added to the Church, and 230 
deaths. 



The first vote that I find on record relatiVe to 
this'^Meetingf house, was passed 13 February 1731. 
It yvas then ** voted that the Town would build a 
new meeting-house.'* March 10 of the same year 
— " voted to choose a committee to prepare where- 
withal to build a new Meeting house,^ Committee. 
John French, Samuel Hunt, James Kittredge, Abra- 
ham Stickney and Peter Hunt, voted that they 
would build a Meeting house forty eight feet long;; 

and 36 feet wide.'' 

# t * # * 

Such was the zeal and engagedness of the first 
settlers of this Town for the support of religion and 
its institutions, that they were unwilling to remain 
without the preaching of the gospel, till their Meet- 
ing house was ready, but " voted 29 September, 
1736 to hire preacning in the Town ;" ana at the 
same time, ^^ voted to meet at the house of John 
French's upon the Sabbath to worship God.** 

It is peculiarly fortunate for us that the Fathers 
of this Town were men of wisdom and piety. For 
our present welfare, peace, and happiness, for the 
enjoyments of our civil and religious institutions, 
we owe much to the chrlstain zeal and pubfic 
enterprize of our Fathers^ Let our experience 
of the blessmgs arising from their piety animate us 
to renewed exertions to transmit similar blessings 
to those who may come after us. # 



Where are they who erected this house ?-*— they 
who first here. heard the woi'd of life dispensed, 
nnd called on the name of God ?-— they who first 



iSdnstituted this Church, and commemorated in sweet 
bommunion, around that table, the dying love ol* 
their Lord and Saviour ? Alas, their bodies arei 
mouldered to dust, £iud their spirits returned to 
God who gave them. There are some ^etj aged 
among Us, but' all 1, I believcl, with one exception, 
have bern born since this house was erected. They 
who were then the active members of this Church 
and society are gone— gone to the eternal world. 
They are seldom thought of, add al'e almost for- 
gotten. The naoss on thenr^fftxe stones ha^ al- 
most effaced their n^mes, and in niJiny instances we 
look in vain for the graves where without any mo- 
nument their bodied Were deposited. All these, 
though they are gone frofli us, and are seldom 
thought of, are at this moment in a state infinitely 
important to themselves. How many are now ia 
heaven, joined to the spirits of just men made perr 
feet, and with the holy Angels arc at this moment 
singing the ^ong of Mos6s and the Lamb, who once 
occupied these seats, and here faithfully improving 
the means of grace bedame wise unlto eternal sal- 
vation. 

And c^h ! have we not reason to fear ; — it is a 
painful and distressing thought ; have -we not rea* 
son to fear, there afe some who formerly sat within 
these walls, who are now in the eternal world, weep- 
ing and mourning at the remembrance of the offers of 
mercy here made to them, but which they most 
ungrat€ffully neglected and despised. 

'f V ■ IP ■ l|t S|l 
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How diversified have been thef sti^ned, through 
which, in the course of divine providence, you have 
been called to pass, since you have Worshipped iti 
this house ? Some of you froni very small uegin- 
nings have risen to a full cam potency of the neces- 
saries of life — others of you from comfortable cir- 
cumstances, have been reduced to a state of depcn- 



9ance. Soaie of jou have enjoyed contiriiiea healtK 
aiui prosperity in your persons and families— otlier«^ 
of you and many, very many of you have been great- 
ly *ifflicted by sickness anfd the loss of dear relatives 
and friends. How many fathers and mothers^ 
have been called to part with an amiable and be- 
loved son or daughter, 6*ice the Joy of their hearts, 
the hope of their declining y^ars, and wivose memo- 
ry wrings their hearts! — How many h^Ve followed 
to the grave their vcAerabie and beloved par^^nts, 
whose whole life was a life of labour and anxiety 
for them, fheir children. 

How many husbands & wives; hav^ txicn called to 
take the fong.sad fare well' — to sec each other'^ faces 
no mure this side tlie world of spirits lHow many 
brothers and iisfers have been torn from each olhei^s 
cmbra^s, and lodged in the cold bowels of the 
comfortless grave ! ¥ou will see them no i^ore in' 
this world. May you m^et tbcm Jigaift iii hcaVed. 

4 * Hi 4 

On leaving this Ancient and venerable house it is 
fiighly pi^opcrthat you should review a^fthc means 
of religious instructidnjwhich you have here enjoyed,- 
and examine what improvement yoii' have nuule of 
them. Here mafly of you were solci»n!y dedicated 
to God it) baptism — Here you have seen the sacra- 
mental table spread, and the dear Saviour'^s suffer- 
ings and death' commemorated— Here, year after 
year,^nd sjibbath after sabbath, the gospel has been 
dispensed to yod, Christ offered to your acceptance,- 
ana you warned not to licglect the rfr^nt salvation, 
"but untreated to b^ reconciled to God through 
Jesus Christ. Has your improvement been pro- 
portioned to the number and value of your piivi- 
Ibges^ ? Do not think because you are about to 
Ibave fhk house forever, your concern in them 
lis all over, ** God requireth that which is past" 
what is become of these religious privileges ? 
to what, purpose have you applied them ? wh^t 
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puppojse hare yoq applied them ? what influence 
have they, bad upon yoiir hearts and lives ? Are 
you the sincere, faithful, and devoted children of 
your heavenly Father ? D3 you Ipve the Lor4 
Jesus ? Do you love his salvation ?— ^Dq you glory 
in his cross? Are you living as his gospel teaches ? 
—Then will you bless God when fro^n heaven you 
lool^ back qpon this house, and call these prjviliges 
to remctabrance.-^If you have neglected and a^ 
bused thern, they will pnly serve to increase your 
guilt and future misery, 

11* they are not " the Savour of life unto life,** 
they a,re " the Savour of death unto death." ** He 
that being often reproved hardeneth his neck| 
fthall suddenly be destroyed and that without reme* 
dy»'' * * • * "^ 



Thrs Town for 90 years past, ever since it was 
first incorporat-ed has been distinguished lor its 
union, peace and harmony. There never has beea 
but one religious society m the Town« No conten- 
tion has ever happens J between minister and* peo- 
ple. No religious dissentions have ever required 
the intervention of an ecclesiaatical Council. In the 
case of the Council forthe dismission of Mr. BartoH 
— it was by his particular request, and in conse- 
quence of the mutual agreement between him and 
this people upon the subject* 

The peaceable and accommodating spirit, whicll 
has so lon^ subsisted among you^ has remarkably 
displayed itself in your late important transaction^ 
in Duildingand dedicating a house to the service o£ 
God, and in the immediate sale of all the pews. 

That all the pews, should have been sold so rar 
pidly — in one day, in fact ig a few hours, is a remarka- 
ble circumstance, and almost without a precedent 
It conclusively proves, the continued unibn of thie 
people, their willingness to bear their nhere oC thfe- 
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expehfiie of building the house of Godvaivd their 

desire for the support of religious institutions. * 

'• # ## # # # # 

This is the last time, that we are to assemble in 
this house for the worship of God. Soon, very 
soon there will be, a last time of avSsembling any 
where thi<» side the eternal world. A parting time 
]s fast at hand. Death will quickly send us to the 
place from which we shall not return. But a little 
longer shall we behold each other's faces in any 
earthly temple or in this transitory world. " Our 
earthly house of this tabernacle" must soon be, 
^'dissolved. O may we then have a building of God 
a hou9e not made with hands, eternal in the hea- 
vens.'' 

To my heart this house is dear from various cir- 
cumstances. In this house I first received the 
charge of your souls.^ Here have I dife^pensed to 
you the word of life,^most 18 years. Here have I 
presided at the communion table^ led your devo- 
lioos, and been your mouth to God. Here have I 
baptized and instructed your children, endeavouring 

U> train them up for God and heaven. * 

« # # # * 

■ 'We now bid this sacred desk, that communion 
teble, these pews, and these walls an ajQfectionate 
£BUTewell. May Almighty God teach us th<8 know- 
lec^e and assist us in the performance of our whole 
duty, that having faithfully and sincerely served him 
ou earth, we may finally be admitted to the general 
assembly and church of the first bom in heaven, 
ionce more to unite our voices in the praise and 
lirorship of God. 
• ■ ' 

THE END. 
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